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Primavera and the Tucson Police Department team up to put people to work and make our city shine.

The Tucson Gem and Mineral Show is one of Tucson’s premiere community events. Every year 
an estimated 60,000 people from around the world attend the show, generating more than $75 
million into our local economy. A critical component of expanding this event is ensuring that Tucson 
provides vendors with first-class service. This year, the City of Tucson, Tucson Police Department, and 
Tucson Convention and Visitors Bureau joined forces to assure vendors that the Convention Center, 
the biggest venue during the show, would be a clean and pleasant environment for vendors and 

customers alike. To do this, the show needed a dedicated cadre of workers to maintain 
spotless bathrooms, eating areas, and other high-traffic centers.

PRIMAVERA WORKS SPARKLES AT THE GEM SHOW

(Pictured) Roberto Villaseñor, Tucson Chief of Police and Rick Sumner, Primavera Works Manager of Staffing Services

continued on page 2
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That’s where Primavera stepped in. The Tucson Police Department 
invested money recovered from drug trafficking and hired ten 
workers from Primavera Works to clean the Convention Center 
during the Gem and Mineral Show. 

“Not only was this a sound business decision, but it also 
demonstrated the commitment that the entire community has to the 
success of the Gem Show,” said Tucson Chief of Police, Roberto 
Villaseñor. 

Partnerships such as this change people’s lives. A KGUN-9 reporter 
asked Stan Gulley, a Primavera worker how he felt about getting 
work at the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show, he said, “I just got 
out of the joint in January, homeless, and if it wasn’t for Primavera 
Works, I wouldn’t have anything.”

Stan and other workers enrolled in Primavera Works have begun 
their pathway out of poverty. Primavera sends a big thank you 
to the Tucson Police Department, City of Tucson and the Tucson 
Convention and Visitors Bureau for being a key part of that pathway. 

PRIMAVERA

CALL TO SCHEDULE  
A FREE ESTIMATE
(520) 882-9668

Available for full-crews, mini-
crews, and individual workers to 

clear your yard

You too can make a good business decision!

WORKS
The workers you need, when 
and where you need them

 Now providing free estimates 
for water harvesting projects. 
Ask us about how you can 
turn your garden green. 

new!

On April 17th, Primavera 
hosted its annual 

Volunteer Appreciation Party  
at the Tucson Museum of Art. 
The evening included food, 
wine, and cheer for the great 
work of our 1,208 volunteers.  

This year we also recognized 
outstanding volunteers. 
Congratulations to all of our 
nominees:  René Duarte, Jack 
McPherson, Nurses from El Rio, 
Ryan Nussbaum, Jon Rhodes, 
Sharron Riise, Charlene Schildt, 
and Ellen Whitehead. And, 
congratulations to our winners! 

Would you like to see more photos  
from the event?  

Like the Primavera Facebook page at 
facebook.com/PrimaveraFoundation. 

Mia Gallego

NEW 
VOLUNTEER 

 Outstanding 
ONGOING 
VOLUNTEER 

 Outstanding 

Charles 
Bloeser

MEAL TEAM
 Outstanding 

Old Pueblo 
Rotary Club

San Miguel  
High School
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Primavera Cooks! is a summer dining series that supports Primavera Foundation. Join us for a 
fabulous, multi-course, wine-paired, gourmet dinner at select local Tucson restaurants. 

For information & reservations
CALL 308-3104  //  PRIMAVERACOOKS.ORG

MAY JUNE SEPTAUGUST 

DOWNTOWN  
KITCHEN + COCKTAILS 

Sunday, May 19

LODGE on the DESERT   
Wednesday, June 12

FEAST
Wednesday, June 26

LE RENDEZ-VOUS 
Wednesday, September 11

ACACIA 
Wednesday, August 7

PASTICHE
Wednesday, August 21

TAVOLINO
Sunday, August 25

Announcing the culinary event of 2013! PRIMAVERA COOKS!
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PROVIDING PATHWAYS OUT OF POVERTY 
Thirty years ago, Tucson, like the rest of the country, was experiencing a rapid rise in homelessness. To address this 

issue, we rallied the support of friends and neighbors and created the Primavera Foundation.

When we gathered our friends together so long ago, our initial goal was to provide for the emergency needs of those 
in our community who were homeless. Since then, Primavera has grown to respond to the complex challenges and 
diverse needs of the community. Today, Primavera offers a full spectrum of programs that provide multiple affordable 
housing options, job training, employment opportunities, financial and homeownership education, and neighborhood 
revitalization. Primavera also provides specialized services for veterans, while continuing to address social and economic 
justice issues. These programs and our team of over 1,000 volunteers have helped to create a vibrant grassroots effort to 
address the underlying causes of poverty in our community.

Today, thanks to your support, and to an outstanding board and dedicated staff, Primavera is stronger than ever. 

1 2

4

Nancy Bissell and Gordon Packard
Co-Founders, Primavera Foundation
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PROVIDING PATHWAYS OUT OF POVERTY 
Tucsonans protest the closing of St. Martin’s Soup Kitchen (1984). The closure eventually led to the opening of Primavera’s 
Men’s Emergency Shelter. 1

Co-founders Nancy Bissell and Gordon Packard stand in front of Pueblo Court, a condemned South Tucson Motel. 
Primavera renovated the building with the help of workers who were homeless (1985).2

3

Nancy and Gordon celebrate with residents on the first night of the Men’s Emergency Shelter opening (1987). 3

Residents at the Winstel Terrace Apartments, housing for homeless unaccompanied men, women, and couples 
who are homeless (Unknown).4

Residents at Casa Paloma (Unknown). Primavera opened Casa Paloma in 1996 to provide a transitional housing program 
for unaccompanied women who are homeless.5

Primavera Works Crew (Unknown). In 1998, Primavera launched Primavera Works, an ethical job training and 
employment program for men and women who are homeless. 6
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$5,000+
Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation
Community Partnership  

of Southern Arizona
Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
Long Realty Cares Foundation
National Bank of Arizona
Tohono O’Odham  

Gaming Enterprise
Anonymous (two donors)

$2,500+
Arizona Combined 

Federal Campaign
Christopher Johnson McCandless 

Memorial Foundation
Victoria Congdon
Farhang and Medcoff, PLLC
Bonnie Kay
Jonathan and Lucille Penner
St. Mark’s United  

Methodist Church
Voyager Community Chapel
The Walnut Foundation

$1,000+
Frank Babb and Betsy Iventosch Babb
Donna Bauer
Carondelet Health Network
Desert Hills Lutheran Church

Barbara and Glenn Dunn
Episcopal Church Women 

of St. Francis
Alvin and Joanne Finkelstein
Joseph Heller, Ph.D.
Margaret Mellon  

Hitchcock Foundation
Intradiem
Thomas and Susan Kitzrow
Robert Koch
Holly Lachowicz
Lincoln Family Trust
Bethann and Steve Mahoney, PC
John and Sandy Mitchel
Emil and Cindy Molin
Gordon and Elizabeth Packard
Scott and Myra Ransick
Teresa Rice
William and Priscilla Robinson
Donald and Hope Seeley
Michael Steinberg and Allan Taylor
Linda Taylor
Walmart
Jeanette Wendt, M.D.
Worldwide Small  

Change Foundation
Anonymous

$500+
Briggs and Pat Ackert
Bryant and Betty Bannister
Amy Branch
Dennis and Sevren Coon

Jennifer Cowen
Roy and Dr. Angela Donelson
Michael Finkelstein and  

Diana Rhoades
Donald and Julia Graf
Jennifer Gross and Jerry Lefevre
William and Silke Hoffmann
Terry Sue Holpert and Alan Stein
Marvin and Gale Kahn
Lorraine Krause
Felicia Sanders and Warren Lee May
Christine McDonough
Charles and Patricia Pettis
Ruthann Pozez
Douglas and Robin Rainwater
John and Ellen Reesy
Resurrection Lutheran Church
Mark Rubin and Jane Wilson
Arlene Steward
Susan Tarrence and Stephen Golden
Tashma Teepell
Debbie Wong and Rene Almazan
Eric and Amy Zuercher
Anonymous

$250+
Jack + Stephanie Aaron
Tim + Jeanne Adama
Rhonda + James Amstutz
Jean-Paul Bierny + Christine Tanz
Jonathan Black
Ellen + Warren Bodow
Susan + Peter Bourque
Curtis + Jennifer Bradley
Laura + Archibald Brown

Monetary donations received January 17, 2013  - April 28,2013   /

Pam Grissom
Nichole and Bruce Halle, Jr.
Italian American Club of Tucson
Kenneth and Linda Robin
The West, Inc.
The Touchstone Foundation

$50,000+
Anonymous (two donors)

$25,000+
Cox Communications

$15,000+

Jane Thorne

$10,000+



SPRING 2013   /   www.primavera.org   /   7

Amy Charles + Steven McMillan 
Philanthropic Fund

Clifton + Deitra Charlow
Margaret Davis
Mr. + Mrs. Norman Davis
Larry + Lorna Dawson
Larry + Judith East
Jacqueline Edmond
Susan + Robert Fagotti, Jr.
Philip + Nancy Fahringer
David Finkelstein +  

Heather Marie Rauch
James Fisher
Melissa Fitzgerald
Robert + Dina Fitzpatrick
William Geller
Cynthia + Stephen Gilliland
Karol Ginorio
Paul Gold
Rodney + Mary Harbour
Gary + Joanna Honea
Ke Chiang + Shigeko Hsieh
Frederic + Gayle Jandrey
Thomas + Karen Keck
Creston + Elizabeth King
Wesley Kremer
Genevieve Leavitt + Toni Massaro
Nicole + Aaron Lund
David + Nancy Massanari
Patrick Mate
Dee Dee McCabe
Elizabeth McCabe
Diane + William Misiak
Louis + La Rae Moncada
Next Step Network, CLC
Judith Nugent
Katharine Olmstead
Corky Poster + Mary Goethals
Cynthia Regens
Sara Ridenour
Catherine Ripley
Andrew + Heather Rouse
Jeanette Ryan
JoAnn + Herman Salazar
Amy Schlossberg
Randall Serraglio
Amanda Shauger
Mary + Jeffery Somers
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Lynne + Ronald Stevens
Pamela Sutherland
Michael John Tearne
Raymund + Nora Toscano
Tucson Asphalt Contractors, Inc.
Robert + Patricia Turnbull
Connie + Phillip Volk
Frances Ann Walker
Gregory White
Fred Willard
W. J. Williams
James + Graciela Wolf
David Yetman
Scott Zibrat
Anonymous

SPEAKER’S BUREAU 
PRIMAVERA FOUNDATION

Primavera Foundation is happy to come to your 
school, church, or community event to talk about 

community issues and opportunities with Primavera. 

VOLUNTEERING
POVERTY
HOMELESSNESS
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
HOUSING
MEAL TEAMS

LEARN ALL ABOUT 

Call Ashley Krogel at (520) 308-3110
to schedule a presentation today



Springboard is a publication of the PRIMAVERA FOUNDATION
151 W. 40TH STREET, TUCSON, AZ 85713
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Primavera Foundation provides pathways out of poverty  
through safe, affordable housing, workforce development,  

and neighborhood revitalization. 
Springboard welcomes your story ideas, comments, and any letters you 
would like to share about our programs. Send correspondence to the 

address above or email: foundation@primavera.org

SPRINGBOARD EDITORIAL TEAM

Reneé Bibby, Michael Finkelstein, Peggy Hutchison, 
Esperanza Lumm, and Jenna Van Laningham.

The Primavera Foundation, Inc., is a non-profit social service agency that makes its services available to people regardless of race, color, religion, disability, national origin, political beliefs, 
veteran status, gender, sexual orientation or age. Reasonable accommodation and special assistance are available in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Primavera 
Foundation, Inc., is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. // Current primary funding sources include: Bank of America Charitable Foundation; The Bartol Family Partnership; 
CFED-I’M HOME; City of Tucson, Community Services Department; Community Foundation for Southern Arizona; Community Partnership for Southern Arizona; Cox Communications; 
JDD Holdings Inc; John & Helen Murphey Foundation; JPMorgan Chase; Marshall Foundation; NeighborWorks® America; Pima County; Side by Side Foundation; John M. Simpson 
Foundation; State of Arizona Department of Economic Security; United Sates Department of Labor; United States Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development; Department of Veterans Affairs; Women’s Foundation of Southern Arizona. // In addition to these sources, we rely upon the financial contributions, in-
kind donations, and volunteer services from individuals, the local faith community, and civic organizations.
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Susan Tarrence  
President
David Longoria
Vice President
Joel Gastelum 
Secretary
Debbie Wong 
Treasurer
Nancy Bissell 
Lifetime Member 
Gordon Packard 
Lifetime Member 

Rosa Maria Borbon
Leslie J. Cohen, J.D.
Jan Crebbs
Doris Gilder
Leslie L. Hunter
Chayo Long-Mendez
Dina Scalone-Romero
John Schwarz
Joseph Scott
Andy Silverman, J.D.
David Wohl

BOARD of 
DIRECTORS

Peggy Hutchison, Chief Executive Officer
Marcy Brell, Chief Financial Officer
Michael Finkelstein, Chief Development Officer
JoAnn Salazar, Chief Human Resources Officer
Denise Taub, Chief Asset Manager
Cammie Dirrim, Chief Compliance Officer and IT Officer

SENIOR STAFF

1997

September 27, 2013   |   Fox Theatre

SAVE THE DATE
Primavera Foundation + The Blair Charity Group
are rebroadcasting this Tucson basketball classic

Wildcats 
Championship 

Game 

For more information contact Michael Finkelstein (520) 308-3102


