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Solar panels on Primavera’s Jim and Vicki Click Training 
Center build agency sustainability, leverage resources

  The Primavera Foundation’s 
premiere service site is now 
benefiting from harvested solar 
energy, thanks to two significant 
grant awards that have made it 
possible to install photovoltaic 
solar panels.
   NeighborWorks® America and 
stimulus funds awarded through 
the Arizona Department of Com-
merce provided $140,000 in 
funding to support Primavera’s 
first wave of solar installation.
   The 39.95kW system now sits 
atop Primavera’s Jim and Vicki 
Click Training Center, 151 W. 
40th Street, and will provide the 
organization with a tremendous 
cost savings of $76,783 over 
the next 10 years. These cost 
savings are being reinvested 
into the programs and proper-
ties, maximizing community re-
sources and Primavera’s ability 
to serve southern Arizona. 
   “Implementing ‘green’ strat-
egies throughout the orga-
nization is very challenging, 
but we want to make sure that 
everything we do at Primav-
era is healthy and sustainable 
for our community and our 

planet for generations to come,” 
says Peggy Hutchison, Primavera’s 
Chief Executive Officer. 
   The installation of solar panels 
at this location is one of many 
projects Primavera is launching 
to conserve energy and to reduce 
organizational utilities. 
   Over the last three years, Pri-
mavera has undergone two green 
audits, which have both con-
firmed that Primavera employees 
are highly committed to “green” 
practices and to environmental 
responsibility. 
   Primavera staff has been im-
plementing numerous “green” 

practices throughout the agency, 
including installing solar screens, 
relocating thermostats for opti-
mum energy efficiency, reducing 
the number of light bulbs used in 
overly lit areas, installing energy 
efficient lighting, using compact 
fluorescent lights, reducing paper 
product usage, cleaning air ducts, 
recycling, reusing furniture, and 
perhaps of equal importance-- 
educating and encouraging staff 
and residents to be more energy 
conscious. 
   Primavera’s leadership is creat-
ing a Green Mission Statement that 
integrates green components into 
the organization’s strategic and 
operational plans with measurable 
outcomes for all lines of business, 
including emergency services, 
transitional housing, workforce 
development, property and asset 
management, homeownership 
promotion, education, and pres-
ervation, neighborhood revitaliza-
tion, and community engagement. 
Primavera’s dedication to “going 
green” reflects its commitment to 
building a more sustainable orga-
nization, and a more sustainable 
city, county and state. 

PRIMAVERA 
GOES GREEN

   “We are excited to be build-
ing our ‘green’ capacity as an 
organization. This commitment 
reflects our guiding principles 
of integrity, respect, account-
ability, compassion, and lead-
ership. We must continue to be 
the change we wish to see in 
our community and world.”

--Peggy Hutchison



NEW LOGO
A G E N CY   U P D AT E A G E N CY   U P D AT E

NEW WEBSITE

    Many of you will notice a new look to the 
Primavera Squash Blossom. The squash blos-
som has been Primavera’s logo for a very long 
time—in fact the squash blossom pre-dates the 
organization’s name. In 1984, Nancy Bissell, co-
founder of Primavera Foundation, drew the very 
first squash blossom by hand. This ancient Zuni 
symbol, a reflection of the unique desert setting 
of Tucson, lent itself to the specific philosophy of 
Primavera. “From its early beginnings the blossom 
reflected what was important to Primavera,” Nan-
cy explained. “The circle at the center represented 
a model of spiritual integration, made possible by 
the roots growing into the earth below (security, 
sustainability, safety), and resulting in the flower-
ing of personality and individual worth.” It was af-
ter the squash blossom came into fruition that the 
name Primavera, Spanish for spring, became a 
perfect complement to the organization’s image. 

    After several years, the hand drawn version 
made its debut in the electronic world as graphic 
artists translated it into design file formats for use 
in Primavera’s messaging and marketing. Since 
then the blossom would be visually tweaked here 
and there as it moved through the types of for-
mats used in design. Prompted in large part by a 
need to have the logo in newer and more usable 
file formats, Primavera undertook a process to 
update the logo.
     The updated logo, a silhouette of the blossom 
on a field of turquoise, creates a bolder visual im-
age simply by adding color and greater degree 
of contrast, yet it stays faithful to important de-
sign elements from the original: circular, flowing 
shapes that represent the energies of re-growth; 
roots anchoring to a strong foundation; and the 
distinct squash blossom five-petaled flower that 
speaks to new life.

Primavera squash blossom grows with the agency

Sign up to prepare 
breakfast or lunch for 
the homeless men at 

our Men’s Shelter- visit 
“Volunteer”

Learn how Primavera 
partners to revitalize 

the City of South 
Tucson- click on 

“Purchase a Home”

Go to “Foreclosure 
Prevention” to register 
for foreclosure classes 
and counseling with 
our certified foreclo-

sure counselors. 

Visit “Rental Housing” 
to take a photo tour of 
our rental properties.Click on “Shelter” 

to find out about our 
family shelter, Grey-

hound, and read 
about the Furst family.
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“He was the perfect fit for 
Primavera and just a great 

person to be around.”

NEW website reflects growth and changes at primavera

   Rick’s passing is a great loss to Primavera, 
the community, and those of us whose lives 
were graced by his kindness, keen wit, intel-
ligence, and good judgment. He was the per-
fect fit for Primavera and just a great person to 
be around. He helped Primavera from its in-
fancy with wise advice for Nancy and me when 
the two of us were trying to build a supportive 
community of people with mental challenges 
at Pueblo Court, and he was an important 
support to me at Primavera Builders.

    I was so sad to hear about Rick. He was a 
rare person: passionate, indomitable, quick to 
see the comic side yet thoughtful and serious 
when the occasion demanded. And a good 
friend of Primavera through our long journey. 
I’ll miss him…naming the endowment fund for 
him is a perfect living memorial.

   It is with deep sadness that I share with you 
that our beloved board member, Rick Eck, 
passed away on Thursday, February 3rd, af-
ter a brave battle fighting mesothelioma. 
   Rick first joined the Pri-
mavera board in April, 
1993. He was deeply 
devoted to Primavera’s 
mission and vision. His 
expertise in behavioral 
health and his passion for 
helping people with spe-
cial needs were especial-
ly beneficial to us through 
the years. Rick was a 
fighter against systems 
that allow people to fall 
through the cracks and he 
always believed that we 
could create supportive, 
valuable programs and 
systems to bring about 
justice in our time. Rick was a tremendous 
asset and advocate for Primavera and was 
also tons of fun- a person truly in love with 
life. He had a special gift of being present in 
the moment and his example reminded us 
all and continues to remind us about how 

“A good friend of 
Primavera through 
our long journey.”

LIFE OF PRIMAVERA BOARD 
MEMBER RICK ECK REMEMBERED 

AND ENDOWMENT ANNOUNCED
precious life is and how important it is to value 
every moment and every encounter with an-
other human being. No matter how big the 
challenges or how unfair the injustice, Rick al-

ways had a ready smile and 
brought humor when people 
around him felt discouraged. 
   Rick was generous with 
his time and resources, and 
was the driving force behind 
the creation of a Board-
advised endowment to en-
sure Primavera’s long term 
sustainability. When others 
laughed at the idea that Pri-
mavera could raise $1 mil-
lion to start an endowment, 
Rick said, “Why not?” After 
$1 million was raised for the 
endowment, Rick said we 
would raise $5 million. 
   In memory of Rick’s tremen-

dous vision and contributions to Primavera, 
it gives me great pleasure to announce that 
the Board of Directors has named Prima-
ve ra’s  board-adv i sed  endowmen t 
“The Richard Eck Memorial Endowment”.  
Rick, we miss you!  --Peggy Hutchison

Gordon Packard, Primavera Co-Founder: Nancy Bissell, Primavera Co-Founder:

If you are interested in contributing to the 
Richard Eck Memorial Endowment, please contact 

the development team at (520) 623-5111.

In 2010 the Primavera Foundation launched a redesign of its website. The new streamlined site provides 
easy-to-find information about programs, as well as video, success stories, and updates about the organization.



PA RT N E R S H I P S PA RT N E R S H I P S

Every year, local and national groups commemorate Nation-
al Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day to bring attention to the 
tragedy of homelessness and to remember those who paid 
the ultimate price for our nation’s failure to end homeless-
ness. On December 17, 2010, the Primavera Foundation, 
local organizations, interested people and individuals expe-
riencing homelessness participated in an interfaith remem-
brance service.  Over 100 individuals took time to honor 
the 87 men and women in Pima County who died last year 
while experiencing poverty and homelessness, many without 
known family.  The program featured music, speeches from 
elected officials and readings from acquaintances of those 
who perished. 

As part of NeighborWorks® Week, Primavera joined a partner-
ship of volunteers to beautify the City of South Tucson through 
a city-wide cleanup of the streets and neighborhoods, along 
with a trash pickup by City Public Works of bulky unwanted 
items, such as yard waste, furniture and hazardous materials. 
Community cleanups are important for the health and well-be-
ing of communities and have been proven to improve social 
and economic aspects of neighborhoods. This cleanup pro-
vided an excellent opportunity for residents, elected officials, 
faith-based and community organizations interested in improv-
ing the City of South Tucson to collaborate and strengthen 
relationships with each other.  Primavera’s participation in this 
event is part of our larger commitment to community engage-
ment and neighborhood revitalization activities.  

In response to the January 8th shootings in Tucson, “Ben’s 
Bells” organized a kindness project in which 1,400 bells were 
hung throughout the community, in an effort to restore hope 
and connectedness in our city.  Primavera employees enthusi-
astically volunteered to help hang the bells.  Pictured above, 
are some of the Primavera staff that participated in this com-
munity-wide event to promote healing and kindness.

Tucson Homeless Connect is an annual one day, one stop, 
community outreach event created to put homeless individuals 
in touch with agencies that provide services for Tucson’s home-
less population. This year’s event was held at Dunbar Audito-
rium on March 4th and provided services for 213 individuals. 
Primavera staff provided transportation for our participants, 
reserved beds at our Men’s Shelter, connected people to our 
transitional housing facilities, referred persons to our mail ser-
vice at our downtown location, provided employment assistance 
through our Works program and helped with utility assistance.

Ben’s Bells rings out 
for healing

NEIGHBORHOOD WORKS 
TOGETHER TO CLEAN UP

PRIMAVERA IN THE COMMUNITY

ART EVENT BENEFITS 
PRIMAVERA

Salpointe High School juniors volunteered in March to help 
maintain the grounds at Primavera’s drop-in center, Home-
less Intervention and Prevention. This is the second year that 
Salpointe collaborated with us for their day of service and we 
look forward to their return!

Tucson homeless memorial 
held at potters field

Hundreds attend Tucson 
Homeless Connect event

Board members Adrian Duarte (second from left, top photo), 
Adriana Cohen and Joel Gastelum (not shown) helped 

neighborhood families with the South Tucson cleanup project.

Students make a difference 
at drop-in center FLUX Gallery in Tucson held an evening of art on January 

21st to benefit the Primavera Foundation. Over 50 people at-
tended the event, including Primavera board members Leslie 
Cohen, Joseph Scott and Susan Tarrence. Thirty percent of the 
sales of artwork sold that evening was donated to Primavera, 
generating a gift of approximately $2000.

Cree Zischke, Vice President of Global Philanthropy for 
JPMorgan Chase for the Northwest and Intermountain Regions, 
presents Peggy Hutchison, Primavera’s Chief Executive Officer, 
with a $100,000 check in support of Primavera’s HomeOwner-
ship and Neighborhood Revitalization Programs. Both of these 
programs have also received national recognition by Neighbor-
works America® for their successful neighborhood stabilization 
efforts. Read the impressive case study at www.primavera.org  
“sustainability” / “Create Change” 

JPMorgan chase supports    
primavera with $100,000 check
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Every day Primavera provides people a foundation from which they can make changes to improve their lives.  We can 
continue only through the assistance of our community of donors.  By joining our Foundation Circles, and giving gifts of 

$1,000 or more, these generous donors enable Primavera to help people rebuild lives, rebuild our community and 
maintain those critical safety nets that we all depend on.
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CORPORATE BUYOUT DINNERS GIVE 
FUNDRAISING EVENT A BOOST

For the third consecutive year, Cox Communications will be the 
title sponsor for the Primavera Cooks! summer fundraising dinners. 
They will also host a corporate buyout dinner at Janos restaurant. 
Together, this support will raise around $40,000 for Primavera.  

This season, Raytheon hosted a corporate buyout dinner on 
March 10th at Pastiche. The event, spearheaded by the Ray-
theon Womens Network, celebrated National Women’s His-
tory Month and featured recipes by famous women chefs and 
wines by women winemakers. Eight vice presidents participated 
as Apprentice Chefs or Sommiliers. Over seventy Raytheon em-
ployees and their friends supported Primavera as guests. The 
dinner was a great success, raising nearly $20,000 and Ray-
theon has already committed to another dinner next year.

DINE WITH US!
Guests enjoy a fabulous, multi-course, 
wine-paired, gourmet dinner. It is quite 
possibly the best dining value around!  

All reservations are made with 
Primavera directly and not with the host 
restaurants. The dinners are $125 per 

person, (this includes tax and 
gratuity), $50 of which is tax deductible.

Apprentice Chefs and Sommeliers team 
up with some of Tucson’s finest chefs to 
create a wine-paired menu, including 

preparation, instruction, and execution the 
day of the event, plus a hands-on experi-

ence during the dinner. Positions are avail-
able for $250 per person, a portion of 

which is tax deductible.

May 18         
June 12        
June 15       
August 3 
August 10     
August 17     
August 28    
September 7      
September 18  

COOKS! DINNER SCHEDULE

Janos / Kick-off
Cup Café / Brunch

Feast  
Le Rendez-vous

Lodge on the Desert
Acacia

Tavolino
Pastiche

Kingfisher/Brunch
RESERVATIONS 623-5111 x101

Raytheon VP’s and members of the Raytheon Womens Network before their dinner began.

Cox VP & System Manager for Southern Arizona Lisa Lovallo and Restaurateur Janos Wilder
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Act. The Primavera Foundation, Inc., is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. // Current primary funding sources include: Arizona State Parks; Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation; The Bartol Family Partnership; CFED-I’M HOME; Citron Paint; City of Tucson, Community Services Department; Community Foundation for Southern 
Arizona; Community Partnership for Southern Arizona; The Estate of Jean Herres Cox; Cox Communications; Federal Home Loan Bank; HSBC-North America; JDD Holdings 
Inc; Jim Click Automotive Team; John & Helen Murphey Foundation; JPMorgan Chase; Richard & Arlene Lombard; Marshall Foundation; NeighborWorks® America; Pima County 
Community Services; Side by Side Foundation; John M. Simpson Foundation; State of Arizona Department of Economic Security; Stephen Golden & Susan Tarrence; Jane W. 
Thorne; United Sates Department of Labor; United States Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program, Department of Housing and Urban Development; Women’s 
Foundation of Southern Arizona. // In addition to these sources, we rely upon the financial contributions, in-kind donations, and volunteer services from individuals, the local faith 
community, and civic organizations.
Leave all the landscaping to
PRIMAVERA WORKS

Full service crews include a truck, trailer, supplies 
and a supervised crew of four.  Free estimates.

PRIMAVERA WORKS
The workers you need, when and where you need them

Call Primavera Works
882-9668

CARRYING CLIPPING TAMING RAKING
HAULING CUTTING SHOVELING
DIGGING WATERING PRUNING TRIMMING HAULING CUTTING SHOVELING CARRYING CLIPPING TAMING RAKING

www.primavera.org

702 S. Sixth Avenue 
Tucson,  Az.  85701 
520.623.5111


