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FEEDING THE SOUL 
As we prepare to kick off the 13th season of Primavera Cooks!, we are

reminded of the role that nourishment and food play in carrying out 
Primavera’s mission. Over the past three decades, Primavera Meal Teams 
have provided wholesome meals for residents at the Men’s Shelter, Five Points 
Transitional Housing, and Primavera Works temp workers. Currently, more 
than 1,000 individuals participate in one of the many Primavera Meal Teams. 
Annually, over 40,000 meals are served by our generous Meal Teams. 
Last year, the value of these donated meals totaled $307,391! Through 
the process of planning, preparing, serving, and sharing with program 
participants, Primavera’s volunteers continue to nourish our organizational 
soul and amaze our board, staff, and program participants alike. 

continued on next page

(above) Apprentice Chef 
and Primavera Board 
Member Debbie Wong 
works with Apprentice 
Chef Susan Petrus on 
salad prep at the 2013 
Cooks! dinner at Pastiche. 
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/   NEWS + NOTES  /

DOWNTOWN KITCHEN  JUNE 1 
LODGE ON THE DESERT  JUNE 11

FEAST  JUNE 18
ACACIA  AUGUST 6

TAVOLINO  AUGUST 17
PASTICHE  AUGUST 20

KINGFISHER   SEPTEMBER 7

Additional support from:   KEN & LINDA ROBIN  /  PAM GRISSOM  / JC HARRY CHARITIBLE FUND

(above) Nancy Bissell (far left) 
and her grand-daughter Alexis 
(fifth from left) are members of 
Sam Hughes Elementary School’s 
multi-generational Meal Team 
that cooks and serves residents 
at Primavera’s Men’s Emergency 
Shelter once a month.

A Sam Hughes Meal Team 
member dishes up a serving of 
their famous “tortilla casserole.” 
The night’s meal also included 
salad, bananas, cookies, homemade 
corn bread, 10 gallons of milk, and 
jalapeño peppers for those who 
like to add more spice to life. 

JOIN US for
DINNER

JOIN US as a 
MEAL TEAM

FOR APPRENTICE OPPORTUNITIES d RESERVATIONS
Contact David Elliott at (520) 308-3104 or delliott@primavera.org

TITLE SPONSOR

Breakfast and lunch for the Men’s Shelter.
Dinner opportunities for Five Points and Catalina. 
Monday - Thursday drop off sack lunches for Primavera Works.

BECOME A MEAL TEAM
Contact Marlo Shedlock
(520) 308-3110
mshedlock@primavera.org

Meal Team Opportunities for Spring - Summer 2014

A generous donor will 
match, dollar-for-dollar, 
donations made during 
the 2014 Cooks! season

When Nancy Bissell, Gordon Packard and their friends started 
Primavera they had a vision of creating a better model than an 
institutional “soup kitchen.” Meal Teams provided the ideal solution: 
residents could enjoy healthy, home-cooked meals and community 
members could provide support to people in a more meaningful and 
significant way. As residents have shared their stories, they have helped 
transform stereotypes about people experiencing homelessness. 

Primavera Cooks! is an extension of that tradition. Primavera partners 
with local Tucson Originals restaurants to host multi-course dinners 
and provide teaching spaces for Apprentice Chefs. Last year, over 600 
diners enjoyed food prepared by 40 Apprentice Chefs. Cooks! helps 
sustain Primavera programs by providing critical financial donations. 
Whether you participate in a Meal Team, serve as an Apprentice 
Chef, or attend a Cooks! event, thank you for providing sustenance to 
Primavera and its mission!

( far left) Apprentice Chefs Megan 
Thompson and April Ott work 
on Crepes Suzette for the 2013 
dinner at Le Rendez Vous.

(left) Meal Teams provide food for 
over 100 men at Primvera’s Men’s 
Emergency Shelter. 

continued from front

BE AN  
APPRENTICE 
CHEF

or
DOLLAR

DOLLAR 
MATCH

for 
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The National NeighborWorks® Association (NNA), an organization that unites 
housing and community development practitioners to advocate for housing 
and economic opportunities, has named Peggy Hutchison, Primavera’s CEO, 
as Practioner of the Year. The award marks ten years of visionary leadership 
that Peggy has provided to Primavera and the greater Tucson community. 

Throughout Peggy’s tenure at Primavera, she has imparted her 
passion and drive to help the most marginalized of the community. 
Her leadership and vision have transformed Primavera into an 
organization that is innovative, forward-thinking and a model of 
social justice. Because of Peggy’s efforts, Primavera is a leader in 
neighborhood revitalization efforts, something that the community 
has witnessed in the opening of Las Abuelitas Community Housing, 
our 12-unit, multi-family housing project designed with the Arizona 
Grandparents Ambassadors and for kinship families. Las Abuelitas 
is the recipient of several awards, including Tucson Electric Power’s 
Bright EE Award for excellence in energy efficiency.  

During the nomination process, many supporters advocated for 
Peggy’s nomination—including U.S. Congressman Raúl Grijalva, 
Mayor Jonathan Rothschild, and Assistant Chief John Leavitt of 

the Tucson Police Department. Peggy received the award in early April at a 
convening of the NNA Board of Directors. Please help us in congratulating 
Peggy for this much-deserved recognition.

/   NEWS + NOTES  /

PEGGY HUTCHISON WINS NATIONAL AWARD 

Peggy Hutchison (center) at the Annual NeighborWorks® Executive Directors Symposium, with (L to R) David Brown Execu-
tive Director, National NeighborWorks Association; Peter Carey, CEO, Self-Help Enterprises; Robert Corley, Executive 
Director, NeighborWorks Southern Mass; and Chris Krehmeyer, CEO Beyond Housing and NNA Board President.

Peggy Hutchison speaking at 
the National NeighborWorks® 
Association Annual Executive 
Directors Symposium. 

Tucson Museum of Art / April 26,2014

Thank you to all 1,200+ volunteers 
who support Primavera so 

generously. We look forward 
to celebrating 

with you in 2015!
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/   YOUR SUPPORT   /

$2,500+
Anonymous
Arizona Combined 

Federal Campaign
Betsy Iventosch Babb and 

Frank Babb
Benedictine Sisters 

of Perpetual Adoration
Desert Hills Lutheran Church
James and Virginia Holen
Jim Click Automotive Team
Roy Kaufmann
Lincoln Family Trust
Pima County ECAP - United Way
William and Priscilla Robinson
Arlene Steward
Studio for the American Trade Bead 

Food Program
Tucson Electric Power Company
Debbie Wong and Rene Almazan

$500+
Kathy Altman and Ivy Schwartz
Anonymous
Dr. Robert Beren
Dennis and Sevren Coon
The Episcopal Church  

of St. Francis-In-The-Valley
Donald and Julia Graf
Donna Grant and Gordon Waterfall
Barbara Hall and Richard Barber

Terry Sue Holpert and Alan Stien
Jean and Gerald Huston
Drs. Sharon and Alan Levin
Christine McDonough
Mountain Vista Unitarian  

Universalist Congregation
Luis Ortiz
Jeffrey Oslund
William and Bonnie Patient
Charles and Suzanne Peters
Charles and Patricia Pettis
Mayme Phillips
Shelley Phipps
Resurrection Lutheran Church
Andrew and Heather Rouse
Charles and Helen Stewart
Frances Ann Walker
Angela Weir

$200+
Briggs and Pat Ackert
Peter Adams and William Wire
Anonymous (2)
Sheila Beal
Cathleen and Peter Becskehazy
Donna Burman
Beth Ann Carey
Catherine and Sylvester Copley
John and Hope Cunningham
George Daranyi
Timothy and Margaret Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Davis
Larry and Lorna Dawson
Ronald DeWitt, Sr.
Norman and Tricia Don
James and Patsy Donahey
Marvin Erickson
Michael Finkelstein and Diana Rhodes

James Fisher
William Geller
Paul Gold
Scott and Anna Griessel
Jennifer Gross and Jerry Lefevre
Norma and Walter Harmer
Thomas and Sandra Hicks
William and Silke Hoffmann
Gary and Joanna Honea
Roy Johnson, Jr.
Robert Kear
Edith Ketcham
Ramona Lindbom
Dee Dee McCabe
Ross and Shirley McGuire
Lawrence and Elizabeth Minich
Marvin Moffet
Judith Nugent
Katharine Olmstead
Carol and Michael Parker
Katharine Pool
Douglas and Robin Rainwater
Scott and Myra Ransick
Cynthia Regens
Donald and Barbara Reich
Dennis Richards
Sara Ridenour
Mark Rubin and Jane Wilson
D’Ana Schweinberg
Andrew Silverman and Star Sanders
Jeffrey and Keri Silvyn
Jan Staedicke
Dan and Kim Talerico
Donna and David A Tang
Howard and Marlies Terpning
Debra and Vernon Tomanek
Rodrigo Villar
Elizabeth Wallace
Patricia Waterfall
Paul and Angela Westergard
W. J. Williams
David Wohl and Jean Braucher

Monetary donations received January 1, 2014 - April 28, 2014   /

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING 
PRIMAVERA

$20,000+

The Diane and Bruce Halle Foundation
John P. and Anne K. Duffy
United Methodist Women

$10,000+
Blessings Fund of  the Community 
Foundation for Southern Arizona

Christopher Johnson McCandless 
Memorial Foundation

Community Partnership of  Southern Arizona

Side by Side Foundation

Voyager Community Chapel

Wells Fargo Housing Foundation

$5,000+
Anonymous

Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation
Nancy Bissell

J. C. Harry Charitable Fund
John M. Guilbert

Bonnie Kay
Genevieve Leavitt and Toni Massaro

Long Realty Cares Foundation
Hugh S. McKenzie

Shelly has been part of the Primavera Cooks! committee for a 
decade. Through her involvement, she has brought new sponsors, 
new Apprentice Chefs, and new diners to these great events. In 
addition to serving on the committee as our Head Apprentice Chef 
wrangler, she has been an Apprentice Chef herself and attends many 
of the dinners each year. Through her involvement with Primavera 
Cooks, Shelly is responsible for personally bringing in over $40,000 
to Primavera. Thank you, Shelly, for everything you do for Primavera 
and your dedication and commitment to Primavera Cooks!

Special Thanks
The individuals and congregations we are honoring have single-handedly raised thousands of dollars for 
Primavera through their individual fundraising efforts. We would like to take this opportunity to offer 
special appreciation for their efforts. 

ST. ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CASAS ADOBES CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
MOUNTAIN VISTA UNITARIAN  

UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION 
ST. ODILIA CATHOLIC CHURCH

These four churches united to make a difference at Five Points 
Transitional Housing. They contacted numerous churches in Tucson, 
made presentations and distributed flyers asking members of 
various congregations to support the remodeling of the “Suites at 
Five Points.” Through these efforts, they have raised almost $17,000 
to update the furniture and enhance the environment of 28 units. 

WALT AND BILLIE MCCANDLESS
Trustees for the 
Christopher Johnson Memorial Fund

Walt and Billie provided a match for funds raised by members of their 
congregation, Voyager Community Chapel, in support of Primavera’s 
newest housing community, Las Abuelitas Family Housing. The 
$10,000 gift from the Christopher Johnson Memorial Fund, plus 
the donations from Voyager Chapel raised more than $20,000 this 
year for our newest program. Thank you, Walt and Billie, for your 
incredible vision and support in memory of your son, Christopher.

SHELLY GALLICHIO
Long Realty
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Primavera Foundation provides pathways out of poverty  
through safe, affordable housing, workforce development,  

and neighborhood revitalization. 
Springboard welcomes your story ideas, comments, and any letters you 
would like to share about our programs. Send correspondence to the 

address above or email foundation@primavera.org

SPRINGBOARD EDITORIAL TEAM

Reneé Bibby, Peggy Hutchison,  
Esperanza Lumm, and Jenna Van Laningham.

The Primavera Foundation, Inc., is a non-profit social service agency that makes its services available to people regardless of race, color, religion, disability, national origin, political beliefs, 
veteran status, gender, sexual orientation or age. Reasonable accommodation and special assistance are available in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Primavera 
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Foundation; State of Arizona Department of Economic Security; United Sates Department of Labor; United States Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program, Department of 
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Make store-bought 
tomatoes jealous


